
1 20
06March 31 – April 2, 2006

Spellman Campus Center

Lindenwood University

www.wirelesssummit.org

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS



2

Friday: Pre-Summit
 

THE PRE-SUMMIT IS FREE AND OPEN TO ALL
 All Pre-Summit activities held at the St. Charles Convention Center.

9-9:30 a.m. – Registration

9:30 a.m. – Welcome and Introduction
James Evans, Provost, Lindenwood University 
Rick Dearborn, Tech-Zone Radio Show Host 
TBA, City of St. Charles

9:45 a.m. – Municipal Wireless Broadband providing  
       “Free WiFi” in St. Cloud, Florida

Glenn Sangiovanni, Mayor of St. Cloud 
Jonathan Baltuch, Founding Partner, MRI 
Ken DiPietro, Senior Network Engineer, Conxx 
 

10:45-11 a.m. – Break

11 a.m. – Municipal Wireless: What, Why & How: 
    The Corpus Christi Wireless Initiative

Jeffrey King, Northrup Grumman IT 
Ken DiPietro, Senior Network Engineer, Conxx 

12-1:30 p.m. – Lunch

1:30 p.m. – Building Municipal Multi-Application Networks
Bruce Alexander, Cisco Systems
Ken DiPietro, Senior Network Engineer, Conxx

10:45-11 a.m. – Break

2:45 p.m. – Municipal Wireless Technologies & Strategies
Ken DiPietro, Senior Network Engineer, Conxx

3:45 p.m. – Pre-Summit Wrap-up and Closing
Rick Dearborn, Tech-Zone Radio Show Host 
Steve Schwendemann, Tech-Zone Radio Show Host 
Ron Bauer, Founder, Mid Rivers Wireless Initiative
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Friday: Summit Kick-Off

4-6 p.m. – Registration [St. Charles Convention Center]
Check-in 
Open House 
Social

6-7:30 p.m. – Opening Plenary [St. Charles Convention Center]
Sascha Meinrath, Summit Director
Mark Cooper, Director of Research, Consumer Federation of America
Robert McChesney, Founder and President, Free Press
Esme Vos, Founder, Muniwireless.com

7:30-9 p.m. – Dinner (on your own)

9 p.m. – Friday Night Social [St. Charles Historic Distric]
Maryland Yards at the Water Works: a 19th Century city waterworks building 
converted into a 3-story bar with outdoor deck overlooking the river.
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Saturday Sessions

All Saturday panels held at the Spellman Center..

9-10:30 a.m. – Registration
Breakfast
Social 
2nd Floor Commons

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. – SESSION 1

Introduction to Community Wireless Networking Technology
T E C H  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  3 0 9 0
While wired technologies have become commonplace in the world of 
information technology, wireless technologies represent a rapidly expanding 
range of possibilities for IT new-comers. This session will engage the novice 
user with the exciting field of wireless technologies.
Michael Peralta, Networking Administrator, Tribal Digital Village
Matt Rantanen, Director of Technology, Tribal Digital Village
Paul Smith, Manager of Wireless Community Networks, Center for 
Neighborhood Technology
John Scrivner, President, Wireless Internet Service Providers Association

Open Source Wireless
T E C H  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  3 0 8 5
Open Source technologies utilize a dispersed development model in order 
to provide software that is more flexible to diverse situations on the ground. 
This session will discuss the opportunities and challenges of implementing 
this model.
David Young, Technical Lead, CUWiN
Bogdan Tančić, Founder, BG Wireless
Chase Phillips, Furious Hacker, WNMap, CUWiN, and Mozilla

Community Wireless Networks 101
I M P L E M E N T AT I O N  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  4 1 0 5
Imagine a free wireless networking system that any municipality, company, 
or group of neighbors could easily set up themselves. This panel addresses 
the fundamentals of getting community wireless networks off the ground. A 
great panel for those just getting their feet wet.
Matt Westervelt, Founder, Seattle Wireless
Richard MacKinnon, Founder, Austin Wireless
Michael Maranda, President, Association for Community Networks
Laura Forlano, Board Member, New York City Wireless
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International Wireless Networks
I M P L E M E N T AT I O N  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  4 1 8 5
Wireless Networks are flexible enough to meet the demands of diverse 
communities, whether in “old Europe” or developing areas like Mamelodi, 
South Africa, and Apirede, Ghana. This panel focuses on international 
implementations of wireless networks and the possibilities for international 
cooperation on these projects.
John Atkinson, Coordinator, Wireless Ghana
Dillip Pattanaik, Director, IRMA-India
Dewayne Hendricks, CEO, Dandin Group
John Zoltner, Community Technology Advisor, Municipalidad of Peñalolén, 
Santiago, Chile
Arun Mehta, Chief Technical Officer, Radiophony

National Wireless Policy 101
P O L I C Y  &  O U T R E A C H  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  4 0 9 0
Interested in the state of wireless networking from a legislative point of view? 
Curious about what is happening in the development of wireless networking 
legislation but don’t know where to begin? National Wireless Policy 101 will 
introduce the players and agendas at work in Washington.
Jim Snider, Wireless Future Program Research Director, New America 
Ben Scott, Policy Director, Free Press
Harold Feld, Senior Vice President, Media Access Project

How to Put the Community in Your Community Wireless Network
P O L I C Y  &  O U T R E A C H  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  4 0 8 0
Setting up a wireless infrastructure is the easy part. How do you get the 
local community to take ownership of it? How can you organize people to 
fight for better policy or healthy municipal involvement? We’ll discuss some 
strategies for community organizing as they apply to the wireless world.
Dharma Daily, Radio Mama, Prometheus Radio Project
Sue Beckwith, Project Manager, St. Louis WizKids
Nazeer Sadeeq Holmes, Community Organizer, St. Louis Association of 
Community Organizations
Josh Breitbart, Media Tank

12:30-2 p.m. – Lunch, Social and Exhibitors
2nd floor commons
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Saturday Sessions (continued)

2-4 p.m. – SESSION 2

Tech Focus: WiFiDog, Île Sans Fil, and Hacking Your City
T E C H  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  3 0 9 0
An 80 minute discussion of how community wireless networks can be a way 
to make an impact in your community on matters of social cohesion, art, 
culture, and civic information. Lead by Michael Lenczner (Île Sans Fil) and 
Jo Walsh (World Summit of Free Information Infrastructures). Following, a 
40 minute explanation and Q+A on WifiDog—a captive portal designed for 
these uses—with lead developer, Benoit Grégoire.
Michael Lenczner, Founder, Île Sans Fil
Benoit Grégoire, Lead Developer, WiFiDog
Alison Powell, Île Sans Fil
Gabe Sawhney, Founder,Wireless Toronto
Jo Walsh, Organizer, World Summit of Free Information Infrastructures

Community Wireless During Post-Katrina Disaster Recovery
T E C H  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  3 0 8 5
Community Wireless networks provided emergency communication services 
when information infrastructure was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. In 
the post-Katrina reconstruction, community wireless networks continue to 
provide a robust and cost-effective alternative to traditional media.
Michael Kasprzyk, CEO, Thin Wires
Paul Smith, Manager of Wireless Community Networks, Center for 
Neighborhood Technology
Rogers Wilson, Network Technician, Center for Neighborhood Technology
Charles Paul

Municipal Wireless Business Models
I M P L E M E N T AT I O N  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  4 1 0 5
Municipal wireless networks challenge major telecommunications 
companies, but how should municipal wireless programs organize the work 
they do? Do existing business models work? What about non-profit models, 
or are new models required for municipal wireless?
Esme Vos, Founder, Muniwireless.com
Richard MacKinnon, Founder, Austin Wireless
Matt Rantanen, Director of Technology, Tribal Digital Village
Dana Spiegel, Founder, socialDESIGN
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Alternative Internet Connectivity for Rural Community Wireless 
Networks
I M P L E M E N T AT I O N  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  4 1 8 5
Rural communities suffered from the deregulation of the 1996 
Federal Communications Act, often being cut-off from the broadband 
developments of the last decade. Community wireless networks present 
a valuable alternative to high-priced, high-speed connections in rural 
areas. Presentations will include a primer on satellite communications, 
a discussion on the use of 900 MHz point-to-point wireless links in 
community wireless systems, and a demonstration of providing broadband 
access to remote locations using a small satellite station.
Dr. Alan Escovitz, Director of External Affairs, The Ohio State University
Gabe Moulton, Technical Engineer, The Ohio State University
Dr. Robert Dixon, Chief Research Engineer, OARnet and The Ohio State 
University
Jim Sturm, Technical Director, Lewis and Clark Discovery Expedition

State Wireless Policy 101
P O L I C Y  &  O U T R E A C H  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  4 0 9 0
As recent legislation in Pennsylvania suggests, state policy presents 
opportunities for and challenges to wireless communication. How do 
state wireless policies differ from federal policies? In what ways can states 
become partners in developing wireless community networks? What special 
challenges do state policies present to community wireless networks?
Ben Scott, Policy Director, Free Press
Casey Lide, Attorney, The Baller Herbst Law Group, PC
Michael Maranda, President, Association for Community Networks
Steve Schwendemann
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Saturday Sessions (continued)

Get involved: Open House Part I
P O L I C Y  &  O U T R E A C H  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  4 0 8 0
Whether you’re just getting started or want to learn how to get people 
started, this is an open space for sharing beginner-level tips and tools. It’s 
an open house, meaning you can come and go throughout the session 
period and there’s space for one-on-one interaction. Part I will focus on 
questions, answers, and straightforward explanations of wireless policy and 
technology. Organized by the Prometheus Radio Project and Media Tank

Make Your Own Wireless Antenna & Ethernet Cables
April Glaser, Prometheus Radio Project
Naveen Lakshmipathy, Program Associate, Wireless Futures Program, New 
America Foundation
Michael Peralta, Networking Administrator, Tribal Digital Village
Finley Kipp, Prometheus Radio Project

Tech Questions Answered Here
David Young, Technical Lead, CUWiN
Dharma Daily, Radio Mama, Prometheus Radio Project
Ben West, St. Louis IndyMedia

Sharing the Work, Sharing the Fun:  
Volunteers, Outreach, Activism and Excitement
Xavier Leonard, Heads on Fire
Christian Sandvig, Independent Activist Researcher
Josh Breitbart, Media Tank

4-4:30 p.m. — Break

4:30-6:30 p.m. – SESSION 3

Advanced Wireless Technologies (Protocols, Routing, etc.)
T E C H  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  3 0 9 0
Discuss the latest developments in wireless technologies, including routing, 
protocols, and hardware developments.
John Atkinson, Coordinator, Wireless Ghana
David Young, Technical Lead, CUWiN
Michael Peralta, Networking Administrator, Tribal Digital Village
Arun Mehta, Chief Technical Officer, Radiophony
Bogdan Tančić, Founder, BG Wireless
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Angel Investment and Venture Capital for Open-Source Wireless 
Technologies
T E C H  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  3 0 8 5
The challenges that wireless networks pose to major telecom companies 
make wireless technologies prime targets for investors and venture 
capitalists. Learn more about the investment opportunities available to 
wireless technology developers.
Ron Bauer, Founder, Mid Rivers Wireless Initiative 

+ To Be Confirmed

Regional Municipal Broadband Projects
I M P L E M E N T AT I O N  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  4 1 0 5
Regional municipal broadband networks demonstrate the scalability of 
wireless networks. Discuss the experiences of current regional municipal 
broadband projects.
David Sandel, Executive VP and Chief Technology Officer, Net Labs LLC and 
St. Louis Regional Exchange Collaborative
Matt Rantanen, Director of Technology, Tribal Digital Village
Dewayne Hendricks, CEO, Dandin Group
Annie Collins, Chairwoman, Fiber For Our Future
Pete Collins, Systems Administrator, City of Geneva, Illinois

Multimedia Applications & Wireless Integration
I M P L E M E N T AT I O N  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  4 1 8 5
Community wireless networks provide exciting multimedia possibilities. 
Interact with wireless professionals who are developing multimedia 
applications.
Dan Meredith, Urbana-Champaign Independent Media Center
Matt Westervelt, Founder, Seattle Wireless
Ken DiPietro, Senior Network Engineer, Conxx

John Scrivner, President, Wireless Internet Service Providers Association

Network Neutrality
P O L I C Y  &  O U T R E A C H  T R A C K  I  :  R O O M  4 0 9 0
The success of the Internet is in some part due to network neutrality, an 
implied understanding that proprietary data should not be prioritized on 
networks. Will Congress act to ensure network neutrality or bend to the will 
of telecom giants?
Ben Scott, Policy Director, Free Press
Victor Pickard, Doctoral Candidate, Institute of Communication Research at 
the University of Illinois.
Harold Feld, Senior Vice President, Media Access Project
Mark Cooper, Director of Research, Consumer Federation of America
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Saturday Sessions (continued)

Get Into It: Open House Part II
P O L I C Y  &  O U T R E A C H  T R A C K  I I  :  R O O M  4 0 8 0
Whether you’re just getting started or want to learn how to get people 
started, this is an open space for sharing beginner-level tips and tools. It’s 
an open house, meaning you can come and go throughout the session 
period and there’s space for one-on-one interaction. Part II will focus on the 
kinds of hands-on how-tos that get people excited, like making a cantenna, 
crimping cable, or hacking a wireless router. Organized by the Prometheus 
Radio Project and Media Tank.

Make Your Own Wireless Antenna & Ethernet Cables
April Glaser, Prometheus Radio Project
Naveen Lakshmipathy, Program Association, Wireless Futures Program, 
New America Foundation
Steve Pierce, Hudson-Mohawk IndyMedia Center

Tech Questions Answered Here
Mike Oh, Tech Superpowers
Dharma Daily, Radio Mama, Prometheus Radio Project
Ben West, St. Louis IndyMedia

Sharing the Work, Sharing the Fun:  
Volunteers, Outreach, Activism and Excitement
Xavier Leonard, Heads on Fire
Christian Sandvig, Independent Activist Researcher
Linda Forlano, , NYCWireless
Rogers Wilson, Network Technician, Center for Neighborhood Technology
Kate Blofson, Prometheus Radio Project
Richard MacKinnon, Founder, Austin Wireless

6:30-8 p.m. — Dinner (on your own)

8 p.m. — Saturday Evening Social
Trailhead Brewery: Nestled in the historic district of Old St. Charles, Trailhead 
offers traditional hand-crafted beers in their brewery located in the Old 
Grist Mill at the corner of Boone’s Lick and Main Street.
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Sunday

All Sunday activities held at the Spellman Center.

9-10:30 a.m. – Breakfast
Registration, Social
2nd Floor Commons

10:30 a.m. -12:50 p.m. – Plenary: Strategizing / Next Steps
Breakout into tracks (20 minutes)
Tracks prioritize ideas/action items (60 minutes)
Reconvene to discuss issues as a whole (60 minutes)

1-1:50 p.m. – Lunch
Social 
2nd floor commons

2-3:30 p.m. – Closing Plenary
Harold Feld, Senior Vice President, Media Access Project
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Track Overview

Tech Track I: Room 3090
Introduction to Wireless Technologies
Tech Focus: WiFiDog, Île Sans Fil, and Hacking Your City
Advanced Wireless Technologies (Protocols, Routing, etc.)

Tech Track II: Room 3085
Open Source Wireless
Community Wireless During Post-Katrina Disaster Recovery
Angel Investment and Venture Capital for Open-Source Wireless 
Technologies 

Implementation Track I: Room 4105
Community Wireless Networks 101
Municipal Wireless Business Models
Regional Municipal Broadband Projects

Implementation Track II: Room 4185
International Wireless Networks
Alternative Internet Connectivity for Rural Community Wireless Networks
Multimedia Applications & Wireless Integration

Policy & Outreach Track I: Room 4090
National Wireless Policy 101
State Wireless Policy 101
Network Neutrality

Policy & Outreach Track II: Room 4080
How to Put the Community in Your Community Wireless Network
Get Involved: Open House Part I
Get Into It: Open House Part II
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Speakers

Bruce Alexander 
Bruce Alexander is the Technical Marketing Manager for the Wireless Network-
ing Business Unit at Cisco Systems. He has been working with RF technologies 
for more than 27 years and during the past 17 years, has worked with RF WLAN 
technologies. Bruce attended Akron University, where he majored in Computer 
Programming and Business Administration.

John Atkinson 
John Atkinson directs the Wireless Ghana project out of Apirede, Ghana. Wireless 
Ghana aims to bridge the emerging literacy of Ghanaians with access to the tools 
of a reading culture. John has been teaching math and computers in West Africa as 
a Peace Corps volunteer since 2004.

Jonathan Baltuch 
Jonathan Baltuch is a founding partner in MRI, a firm which specializes in creat-
ing and implementing brand identity and economic development blueprints for 
municipalities. MRI envisioned, developed and managed the process that created 
the Cyber Spot for the City of St. Cloud, Florida, a suburb of Orlando. On March 
6, 2006 St. Cloud deployed the nation’s first 100% free citywide hi-speed wireless 
system delivered as a public service. MRI is currently consulting with other cities 
around the country to help them to develop and integrate Municipal Wireless 
systems into their communities.

Ron Bauer 
Ron Bauer, Founder, Mid Rivers Community Wireless Initiative

Sue Beckwith 
Sue Beckwith is the Project Manager for St. Louis WizKids at The Youth and Family 
Center. St. Louis WizKids is a youth-directed project that aims to improve student 
academic performance by providing access to educational tools including those 
available through broadband Internet.

Joshua Breitbart 
Joshua Breitbart is currently the Communications Director of Media Tank and an 
organizer of the annual Allied Media Conference. He was a founder and director 
of Brooklyn’s Rooftop Film and a consulting editor with Clamor Magazine. From 
2000-2005, he helped organize the Indymedia movement, working with Indepen-
dent Media Centers throughout the United States and in South America.

Annie Collins 
Annie Collins is the Chairwoman of Fiber For Our Future, a municipal broadband 
project seeking to establish Fiber to the Home (FTTH) in the TriCities. She is a 
longtime community activist and a strong advocate of municipally owned, fiber 
optic networking for community development.

Peter I. Collins 
Peter Collins is the Information Systems Manager for the City of Geneva, Illinois, 
and President of the Illinois Municipal Broadband Communications Association. 
He resides in Batavia, Illinois with his wife Annie (Chairman - Fiber For Our Fu-
ture) and their sons. He has been involved in the Information Technology field for 
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over 15 years and has written for the NATOA Journal of Municipal Telecommuni-
cations Policy. He currently oversees all networking services provided via Geneva’s 
internal and municipal fiber optic network. He is a vocal proponent of the rights of 
municipalities to set their own telecommunications destinies.

Mark Cooper 
Dr. Mark Cooper holds a Ph.D. from Yale University and is a former Yale University 
and Fulbright Fellow. He is Director of Research at the Consumer Federation of Amer-
ica where he has responsibility for analysis and advocacy in the areas of telecommu-
nications, media, digital rights, economic and energy policy. He has provided expert 
testimony in over 250 cases for public interest clients including Attorneys General, 
People’s Counsels, and citizen interveners before state and federal agencies, courts 
and legislators in almost four dozen jurisdictions in the U.S. and Canada. He is the 
author of Media Ownership and Democracy in the Digital Information Age (Center 
for Internet & Society, Stanford University, 2003), Cable Mergers and Monopolies 
(Electronic download) (Economic Policy institute, 2002, paper), The Transformation 
of Egypt (Johns Hopkins, 1982), and Equity and Energy (Westview, 1983).

Dharma Daily 
Prometheus Radio Project’s Spectrum Mama. In the mid 1990s, Dharma Dailey 
learned about an LPFM pirate radio station that broadcast out of a housing project 
in Illinois. As a teen mom who grew up in low income housing projects, she im-
mediately recognized the potential of LPFM and wondered why something that 
was so good for community building was illegal for those who could use it most. 
Airwave access for everyone is still her dream.

Rick Dearborn 
As a broadcaster, writer, and college professor, Rick Dearborn has worked with cut-
ting edge media technology for over 30 years. Rick holds an MS in Mass Commu-
nications, and a BS in Physics. He has worked in radio and television broadcasting, 
film, corporate communication, and media education. He has worked in Chicago, 
Boston, New York and St. Louis, and he was Chair of the Mass Communication 
Department at Principia College. He has consulted to some of the largest commu-
nications companies in the United States, and is licensed by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission. He has completed FEMA training IS-100, and has received 
recognition for his exceptional service directing emergency communictions in 
Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina.

Robert S. Dixon, Ph.D., PE 
Bob Dixon, Chief Research Engineer, Office of the CIO of Ohio State University 
and OARnet, is a recognized mentor, resource provider, motivator, and “evange-
list” in advancing the state of H.323 video conferencing technology and its value 
throughout the Research and Education community. He is the organizer of the 
annual MegaConference, the largest international videoconferencing event, the 
participants of which span the globe and number in the thousands. He is a devel-
oper of the “Internet To Go” small mobile Internet satellite system, which provides 
high-speed Internet connectivity anywhere. He developed wireless video cameras, 
which allow live video to be originated from anywhere. He directed the Search for 
Extraterrestrial Intelligence at the Big Ear radio telescope of Ohio State University, 
and is now involved in development of the next generation of radio telescopes, 
called Argus. He is part of the team that is providing community wireless systems 
to small towns in Appalachian Ohio.
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Dr. Alan Escovitz 
Alan Escovitz, Ph.D. serves as Director of External Affairs in The Ohio State Uni-
versity Office of the CIO with the responsibilities for promoting distance education 
linkages between Ohio State and business, professional organizations, government, 
and service agencies; translating technology, campus research, and knowledge to the 
regional and global distance education markets; assisting the CIO in defining the 
external outreach agenda for distance education to promote partnerships and col-
laboration within and beyond the local community; and connecting and extending 
the university distance education resources to support outreach and engagement ini-
tiatives. He is a member of the American Distance Education Consortium (ADEC) 
Program Panel and ADEC Distance Education Policy Collaboratory and the Ohio 
Learning Network Academic Outreach Committee. Dr. Escovitz currently served as 
Co-PI on Ohio State’s initiatives under a NSF-Advanced Internet Satellite Extension 
Project (funded through ADEC), Tri-State Aquaculture Outreach Using Technol-
ogy grant (funded through the U S Department of Agriculture and the American 
Distance Education Consortium), a Pew Grant Program in Course Redesign, and an 
Ohio Board of Regents Technology Initiatives Program grant.

James D. Evans 
James D. Evans is the Provost and Dean of Faculty at Lindenwood University and 
has served as a faculty member there since 1974. He has a Ph.D. in Cognitive 
Psychology from Iowa State University. An advocate of technology use to simulta-
neously improve service and cost-effectiveness, Dr. Evans is an ardent supporter of 
the emergence of wireless communication on university campuses.

Harold Feld 
Harold Feld is Senior Vice President of the Media Access Project. He is the primary 
author of many of the current public interest filings on spectrum proceedings 
at the FCC. He joined MAP in August 1999 after practicing communications, 
Internet, and energy law at Covington & Burling. In 2002-2003, he served on the 
ICANN Names Council as representative of the Noncommercial Constituency, 
and currently serves as the Noncommercial Constituency representative to the 
Advisory Committee of the Public Interest Registry (which administers .org). Mr. 
Feld has written numerous articles on Internet law and communications policy for 
trade publications and legal journals. Media Access Project is a nonprofit public 
interest law firm working to ensure a public voice in telecommunications policy.

Laura Forlano 
Laura Forlano is a Ph.D. candidate in Communications at Columbia University 
researching the socio-economic implications of the use of mobile and wireless 
technology. She is a board member of NYCwireless, a non-profit organization that 
promotes the deployment of free public WiFi networks, who she currently repre-
sents on the FCC’s Consumer Advisory Committee. From 2002 to 2005, Forlano 
worked as Project Manager for the Information Technology and International Co-
operation program at the Social Science Research Council. From 2000 to 2005, she 
wrote a monthly technology column for Gotham Gazette, a New York City news 
and policy Web site. She has also consulted for international organizations includ-
ing the World Bank, International Telecommunication Union and United Nations. 
Forlano received her Master’s in Science and Technology Policy from the Columbia 
University School of International and Public Affairs.

Benoit Grégoire 
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Benoit Grégoire is the current technical coordinator of Île Sans Fil. He holds a B.S. 
in computer engineering and primarily works as a consultant to Québec’s public 
education sector, where he specializes in e-learning, learning objects standards 
and free software project management. Benoit was also involved in several Open 
Source software projects (he started the LibOfx (OFX banking protocol implemen-
tation), got heavily involved in GnuCash (accounting software), and currently 
works on the WifiDog embedded captive portal system.

Dewayne Hendricks 
Dewayne Hendricks is currently CEO, of the Dandin Group, Inc., based in Fremont, 
California, USA. Dandin Group offers a comprehensive range of products and 
services, including research and product development, for wireless communications 
via the Internet. The Dandin Group will begin to deploy the first exclusively wireless 
Internet based communications system, including voice, data and video, in the King-
dom of Tonga later this year. He is also an active member of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission Technological Advisory Council (FCC/TAC).

Nazeer S. Holmes 
Nazeer S. Holmes is a Community Organizer with the St. Louis Association of Com-
munity Organizations (SLACO). Established in 1978, SLACO is a coalition of neigh-
borhood associations committed to improving the quality of life in the neighbor-
hoods of St. Louis. SLACO is involved with affordable housing productions, crime 
prevention activities, after-school programming, and leadership training. Nazeer 
works with three neighborhood associations providing the resources they request 
and help make connections with people and organizations that have the ability to 
help improve quality of life from the perspective of the residents.

Michael Kasprzyk 
Michael Kasprzyk, is a founder and CEO of Thinwires, LLC, a Buffalo, NY based 
Wireless Internet Service provider. Thinwires specializes in residential MDU, 
Hospitality and Emergency Communications services, and currently operates the 
municipal network in Buffalo, NY, known as www.buffalowifi.org. Mr. Kasprzyk is 
also a founder and partner in GeekWarriors, LLC, a technology invester and open 
source developer, based in Buffalo, NY.

Jeffrey King 
Jeffrey King is a Director of Northrop Grumman IT’s Utility Systems business unit 
with responsibility for municipal networks and business applications. A thirty year 
professional serving the municipal construction, engineering, water, wastewater 
and information systems markets in the US, he has brought innovative technolo-
gies and products to cities and agencies that enhance efficiencies in municipal 
operations from meter reading and public safety to communications and field ser-
vices. Most recently, he has helped the City of Corpus Christi implement an Auto-
mated Meter Reading system and citywide WiFi network that is being used across 
all city departments for communications, operations and automation efficiencies. 
Jeffrey is a graduate of the United States Military Academy at West Point, holds a 
Masters Degree in Business Administration from Boston University, is a fellow of 
the Leadership Houston program and an active participant in multiple industry 
associations including the Public Technology Institute, American Water Works 
Association, Automated Meter Reading Association and the National Society of 
Professional Engineers.
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Finley Kipp 
Finley Kipp of the St. Louis Independent Media Center, St. Louis, MO;

Naveen Lakshmipathy 
Naveen Lakshmipathy, Program Associate for the Wireless Futures Program for the 
New America Foundation, contributes to the program’s efforts to broaden public 
access to the airwaves through research, writing, and outreach. In addition, he 
manages the program’s web content and print publications.

Michael Lenczner 
Michael Lenczner works at the intersection of community, technology, media, and 
activism. He is one of the founders of Ile Sans Fil and is the Director of Administra-
tion. Over the last 8 years he has been involved in assisting different populations 
to appropriate new technology, including teenage mothers, seniors, teenage im-
migrants, and medical staff at the MUHC. He has worked in international devel-
opment in West Africa, has presented across Canada, US and UK on the subject 
of free information infrastructures and community informatics. He has recently 
started the Montreal Video Bloggers group and launched a nationwide civic asso-
ciation “Citizens for Open Access to Civic Information and Data”.

Casey Lide 
Casey Lide is an associate attorney with The Baller Herbst Law Group, PC, a na-
tional law firm based in Washington, DC, and Minneapolis, MN, that specializes 
in representing local governments and public power utilities in matters involving 
telecommunications, cable television, high-speed data communications, Internet 
access, wireless telecommunications, right-of-way management, pole and conduit 
attachments, and barriers to the public-sector entry into telecommunications.

Richard MacKinnon 
Richard MacKinnon is the President of Austin Wireless, a Texas non-profit organi-
zation with the dual roles of public education and community-network operation. 
Austin Wireless is perhaps best known for its Austin Wireless City Project, an ad 
hoc volunteer organization with the mission of improving the quality and avail-
ability of public free WiFi in Austin. Operating for almost 3 years, the commu-
nity-owned network includes 100 hotspots and over 30,000 registered users who 
combine for over 80,000 monthly connections. Network usage doubled over last 
year. There are also hotspots in 38 other cities and 5 countries that have joined the 
network, now accounting for nearly a third of the traffic.

Michael Maranda 
Michael Maranda, President of the Association for Community Networking, is 
actively organizing regionally, and locally: Midwest/Illinois, Chicago, and am 
coordinating this work with attention to national issues and regional cooperation. 
While working as a Development Officer at a community based organization serv-
ing immigrant populations I was given the latitude to pursue funding for technol-
ogy programs, and to launch them. This was my formal entree to this field. Since 
that time, and with subsequent expansion of programs I’ve shifted towards being 
an activist and organizer.

Robert McChesney 
Robert McChesney is the founder and president of Free Press, a professor at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and author or editor of 12 award-win-
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ning books, including Telecommunications, Mass Media, and Democracy: The 
Battle for the Control of U.S. Broadcasting, 1928-1935; Corporate Media and the 
Threat to Democracy; The Global Media: The New Missionaries of Corporate Capi-
talism (with Edward S. Herman); Our Media, Not Theirs (with John Nichols); Rich 
Media, Poor Democracy: Communication Politics in Dubious Times; The Problem 
of the Media: U.S. Communication Politics in the Twenty-First Century; and, most 
recently, Tragedy & Farce: How the American Media Sell Wars, Spin Elections and 
Destroy Democracy (with John Nichols). He hosts a weekly program, Media Mat-
ters, on WILL-AM radio, the NPR affiliate in Urbana, Illinois.

Arun Mehta 
Arun Mehta is an electrical engineer and computer scientist who has studied and 
taught in India, the US and Germany. He is one of India’s early telecom and cyber-
activists, trying to obtain consumer-friendly policies that would help the spread of 
modern communications in rural areas and among the poor. His current passions 
include village radio and technology for the disabled. He is a professor in the Com-
puter Sciences department of JMIT, Radaur, and CTO of Radiophony.

Sascha Meinrath 
Sascha Meinrath is a well-known expert on Community Wireless Networks 
(CWNs), Municipal Broadband, and Community Internet. Sascha is the co-
founder and Project Coordinator of the Champaign-Urbana Community Wireless 
Network (CUWiN), one of the world’s leading open-source, ad-hoc mesh wireless 
projects. In 2005, Sascha was elected to the Board of Directors of CTCNet, a US-
based network of more than 1000 organizations united in their commitment to 
improve the educational, economic, cultural and political life of their communities 
through technology. Sascha is a policy analyst for Free Press, a Washington, DC-
based think-tank, and regularly briefs Federal Communications Commission and 
Congressional staff on issues related to CWNs. Leading news sources, including 
The Economist, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, and National Public Radio, 
often cite Sascha’s work in covering issues related to CWNs and he is an editor of 
MuniWireless.com. In 2004, Sascha organized the First National Summit for Com-
munity Wireless Networks, helping to launch what has now become known as the 
Community/Municipal Wireless Networking Movement; and, in 2006 organized 
the Second National Summit for Community Wireless Networks.

Dan Meredith 
Dan Meredith is an active member of the Champaign-Urbana Community Wire-
less Network and the Urbana-Champaign Independent Media Center.

Gabe Moulton 
Gabe Moulton has been a Technology Engineer with the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer at the Ohio State University since Jan 2001. During that time he has 
worked on many emerging technologies projects in the realm of remote communi-
cation, collaboration and networking. These include a completely portable satellite 
based networking system dubbed the Transportable Satellite Internet System. He 
has been lead engineer on four satellite based community wireless projects, two of 
which have already been or are being implemented. He has an integral role with 
the Internet2 Commons initiative, a videoconferencing and collaboration initia-
tive for the education community. He holds a Bachelors of Science in Electrical 
Computer Engineering from The Ohio State University.
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Dillip Pattanaik 
Dillip Pattanaik is the Director of Information Resource Management Association-
India, a non-profit organization that promotes information technology in rural 
communities to assist in sustainable development.

Charles Paul 
Charles Esteban Paul, hailing from Bernal Heights in San Francisco, is currently 
engaged in the effort to install wireless ethernet throughout all of New Orleans. An 
embedded software hacker by trade (Blackfin/MIPS/TI platforms), Charles currently 
bakes excellent peach pies for relief volunteers in New Orleans. If you ask him, he 
will tell you that he enjoys: long walks on the beach ,getting nasty, history, and Unix.

Michael Peralta 
Michael Peralta is a Native American Indian of Luiseno descent. He is a member of 
the Rincon Band of Mission Indians. He resides on the Rincon Indian Reservation 
in San Diego County in Southern California. He has attended college at Palomar 
Community College in San Marcos, Ca. Mr. Peralta has spent the last 5 years as a 
Tutor/Mentor for youth on the Rincon Indian Reservation. He has been devoted 
to motivating the youth to pursue higher education and helping them become 
positive influences in the community. For the last 2 years he has been working for 
the Tribal Digital Village in an effort to bridge the technological divide that exists 
for Native American Indians in San Diego County. The Tribal Digital Village has 
created a High Speed Broadband Network connecting the 18 reservations in San 
Diego County. Their goal is to provide access to technology and the information 
highway to the underrepresented peoples of San Diego County. Mr. Peralta has 
also partnered with his co-workers to start a wireless technology company called 
Tribal Technologies. Tribal Technologies is currently planning several wireless 
deployments throughout Southern California.

Chase Phillips 
Chase has been a furious hacker since his early days of assembling Legos in ways 
God never intended. He’s worked at NCSA and ANL, and in 2004 went West on a 
mission for the Mozilla Project. He now focuses on a private affair during the day 
and public efforts once the Sun sets. He’s Rick James, *****!

Victor Pickard 
Victor Pickard is a doctoral student in the Institute of Communications Research at 
the University of Illinois. He spent the summer of 2005 working on media policy 
in the U.S. House of Representatives as a Telecommunications Policy Fellow for 
Congresswoman Diane Watson. His research on Indymedia, Internet governance, 
and political communication has been published in a number of leading academic 
journals, including the Journal of Communication, Global Media and Communi-
cation, Media, Culture & Society and Critical Studies in Media Communication. 
He is currently writing a dissertation on mid 1940s communication policy and 
normative theories of media democracy.

Alison Powell 
Alison Powell is a PhD candidate in the Communication Studies department at 
Concordia University in Montreal. Her work focuses on the uses of mobile and 
wireless internet technologies in public spaces, as well as on the politics and 
culture of community wireless groups, and their impact on the development of 
communications policies and practices. She is a member of the Canadian Re-
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search Alliance on Community Innovation and Networking (CRACIN), where she 
examines community and municipal wireless projects. She is also a member of the 
LabCMO research group on computer-mediated communication, at Université du 
Québec à Montréal. She has presented and published on the relationships between 
ICTs, citizenship, and public space, as well as on the emergence of community 
technology groups in Canada. Her latest work is forthcoming in Government 
Information Quarterly. She is also the academic liaison for the community wireless 
network Île Sans Fil. In Summer 2006 she will be an invited researcher at l’École 
Nationale Supérieure des Télécommunications in Paris.

Matt Rantanen 
Matthew Rantanen was born in Washington, D.C. in 1969, an American, a descen-
dant of The Cree Indian Nation, Finland & Scandinavia. His immediate family 
moved quite a bit until he was 14. His family followed his father’s career in the Air 
Force and then the private Thoroughbred Veterinary World, taking him to Germany, 
Texas, Washington State, Kentucky, and California. He graduated from Washing-
ton State University in 1992 with a B.F.A., Graphic Design He then moved to San 
Diego, CA and started a Freelance Design Business, MRRDesign, which led him to a 
fulltime position as a Senior Web Designer, Artist, and Animator for Blue Mountain 
Arts / Bluemountain.com / Excite @ Home from 1994-2001, this position exposed 
him to technology in every aspect. He is fluent in Computer Graphics Applications, 
Website Construction and Management, and well-versed in networking and trouble-
shooting of computer problems. He is currently the Director of Technology and Web 
Services for SCTCA/Tribal Digital Village providing IT and Infrastructure Team Man-
agement and Solutions. He has been with SCTCA and the Tribal Digital Village since 
2001. As part of this role he also provides technical advice and creates and manages 
all of the web entities that support SCTCA and the Tribal Digital Village.

David Sandel 
David Sandel is the Executive VP and Chief Technology Officer for Net Labs. He is 
also involved with the St. Louis Regional Exchange Collaborative, the first munici-
pally sponsored not for profit that includes all the surrounding counties and the 
City of St. Louis on both sides of the river including Missouri and Illinois. The Col-
laborative organization and business model addresses both the wired and wireless 
portions for regional infrastructure.

Christian Sandvig 
Dr. Christian Sandvig is an assistant professor in Speech Communication at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where he studies communication tech-
nology and public policy. In 2002 Sandvig was named a “next-generation leader 
in science and technology policy” in a junior faculty competition organized by 
Columbia, Rutgers, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Glenn Sangiovanni 
Mayor Glenn Sangiovanni is in his fifth term in St. Cloud. He has served in a Lead-
ership position on various boards. He has served as President of American Cancer 
Society, Tri-County Florida League of Cities, Chairman of Metroplan Advisory 
Board, and Intergovernmental Relations committee for the Florida League of Cit-
ies, Vice President of St.Cloud Little League. Manager of St.Cloud Youth Basketball, 
Baseball, Softball, and Football. Mayor Sangiovanni brings unique leadership 
skills and insight from the management of Information Technology systems to 
Government. Mayor Sangiovanni led the charge for City Council on the Cyber 
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Spot, bringing 100% free high-speed wireless Internet access to every citizen in his 
community as a public service.

Gabe Sawhney 
Gabe Sawhney is a hacker working at the edges of code and culture. He is co-cre-
ator, producer, and technical director of [murmur] (murmur.info), a location-spe-
cific oral storytelling project that makes accessible the hidden stories of Toronto, 
Vancouver, Montreal and Calgary. He is the co-founder of WirelessToronto(.ca), 
and has collaborated on several other interactive media installation projects. 
With an academic background in architecture, film and semiotics, Gabe balances an 
understanding of technology with an interest in visual design, usability and information 
architecture. Proficient in a range of wireless and locative technologies, his heart rests with 
the simple, the intuitive and the cheap.

Ben Scott 
Ben Scott is a Policy Analyst in the Washington office of Free Press. Previously, he 
served as a Legislative Fellow in the House of Representatives, handling telecom-
munications policy in the office of Congressman Bernie Sanders (I-VT). He is 
also currently completing his doctoral work at the Institute of Communications 
Research at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He has written several 
articles on the history of American journalism and media policy making. Most re-
cently, he is the editor, with Robert W. McChesney, of Our Unfree Press: 100 Years 
of Radical Media Criticism (2004).

John Scrivner 
John Scrivner has more than 20 years experience in cable television and Internet 
related businesses. He started an ISP called Mt. Vernon. Net, Inc. in 1997 with 
his business partner Dan Hamilton. The business began providing fixed wireless 
broadband services in 1999 and has developed into a very successful operation 
serving all levels of government, business, education and residents of Mt. Vernon, 
Illinois and surrounding rural areas. In 2005 John became the founding President 
of WISPA which is the first non-profit trade association built to serve the needs of 
WISP operators. The organization has been very active and effective in areas such 
as communications lobbying and disaster communications help during Katrina.

Paul Smith 
Paul Smith is the CNT’s webmaster and systems administrator, as well as the tech-
nical lead on the Wireless Community Network project. He’s been with the Center 
for Neighborhood Technologies since 1999.

Jim Snider 
Jim Snider is a Senior Research Fellow at the New America Foundation. His 
work focuses on reforming America’s telecommunications policies. Mr. Snider 
holds degrees from Northwestern University and Harvard Business School. He 
is the co-author of Future Shop, one of the first books on the emerging area of 
e-commerce. He has also published numerous reports, including the acclaimed 
Citizen’s Guide to the Airwaves.

Dana Spiegel 
Dana Spiegel also serves as the Executive Director and a member of the Board of 
Directors of NYCwireless, a New York City non-profit organization that advocates 
and enables the growth of free, public wireless networks. The organization was 
formed in 2001, and is primarily focused in New York City and surrounding areas. 
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It is most widely recognized for its work in deploying free Wi-Fi access a number 
of New York City public spaces, including Bryant Park, City Hall Park, Tomkins 
Square Park, and the South Street Seaport. NYCwireless is a member of the FCC’s 
Consumer Advisory Committee, and is an international leader among Community 
Wireless Groups. As Executive Director, Dana created and produced Spectropolis: 
Mobile Media, Art and the City, a three-day event in the Fall of 2003 and 2004 
that highlights the diverse ways artists, technical innovators and activists are us-
ing communication technologies to generate new urban experience and public 
voice. Spectropolis was co-produced by the Lower Manahattan Cultural Council 
and sponsored by the Alliance for Downtown New York. He has also appeared as 
a speaker at Wireless and Media Industry conferences, and has guest lectured at 
NYU, SUNY Purchase, Parsons School of Design, and The New School University.

Angela Stuber 
Angela Stuber has been the Executive Director of the Ohio Community Comput-
ing Network (OCCN) since 2000. OCCN has coordinated the grants process for 
over 5 million dollars in funds from telecommunications settlements while also 
providing support services to Ohio’s community technology service providers. The 
OCCN VISTA Program has been awarded over $250,000 in federal funds each year 
for the past four years to coordinate the statewide 20-member VISTA program for 
CTCs. Before moving to the Columbus area, Angela was the Project Coordinator of 
the Coalition to Access Technology and Networking in Toledo (CATNeT). CATNeT 
was Ohio’s first citywide network of community technology centers and others 
interested in technology equality. Angela assisted in the creation of CATNeT when 
she was a graduate assistant at the University of Toledo Urban Affairs Center. She 
holds a Master of Arts degree in Sociology with an emphasis on Urban Issues from 
the University of Toledo. In February 2004, the John Glenn Institute named Angela 
one of the first John Glenn Social Capital Scholar. Angela is currently the CTCNet 
Board President and has served on the CTCNet Board of Directors since 2001.

Jim Sturm 
Jim Sturm has been a Math/Science teacher for the past 29 years and is affiliated 
with the School District of Clayton in Clayton, MO. As a teacher, Jim has spent 
his career finding ways to introduce, expand, and implement technologies that are 
useful to students and teachers. Beginning in 1977, Jim first introduced students 
to computers in a Chemistry classroom, using and creating programs to help 
students understand concepts they uncovered in the lab. As the power of comput-
ers, networking, and communications expanded, Jim brought increasing levels of 
usefulness to the classroom. Over the past three years, he and his colleagues have 
used the TSIS’s (Transportable Satellite Internet System) video conferencing and 
streaming video capabilities to retrace the Lewis and Clark Trail from Pennsylvania 
to Oregon, bringing people from the world to events and places in real time. As the 
Lewis and Clark events wind down, Jim looks to use the TSIS to take students to 
places they could not ordinarily go.

Bogdan Tančić 
Bogdan Tančić is one of the founders and network administrator of BGWireless 
community network, a non-profit organization that promotes information tech-
nology and builds independent network infrastructure in the city of Belgrade, Ser-
bia. As the biggest network in region, their goal is to become very relevant factor of 
the telecommunications branch in the country. Many technical projects from this 
community network are used worldwide. Working for Siemens, Bogdan Tan�i� did 
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considerable research on the telecommunications industry in Serbia. Also, he has 
been a lecturer in many seminars in Serbia. He is finishing studies on Electrotehni-
cal faculty in the department for computer technology and informatics.

Esme de Guzman Vos 
Esme Vos is the founder of Muniwireless.com, the portal for news and informa-
tion about municipal wireless broadband projects. Since its launch in June 2003, 
Muniwireless.com has become the primary resource for cities, counties, consultants, 
systems integrators, vendors, and service providers in this space. Muniwireless or-
ganizes conferences and roundtables, and publishes a quarterly magazine. Vos is an 
intellectual property lawyer and runs her own company, Lemon Cloud BV, based in 
Amsterdam. She has served as Chief Legal Officer of Spray Network, a pan-European 
portal and Director Legal Affairs for Baan Business Systems worldwide.

Jo Walsh 
Jo Walsh is a software artist often living in London. She works on the intersection 
between the semantic web, GIS, bots and wireless networks, helping build differ-
ent open source software projects to augment the semantic web and bring knowl-
edge representation to more people. She is a co-author of “Mapping Hacks” and a 
self-appointed organiser of the World Summit on Free Information Infrastructures.

Matt Westervelt 
Matt Westervelt (http://seattlewireless.net/~mattw/), founder of Seattle Wireless 
(http://seattlewireless.net/), and an evangelist for FreeNetworks worldwide. He 
left the corporate world to start Metrix Communication LLC, a company created 
to supply FreeNet workers with high quality, standards-based wireless network-
ing products. As a child he watched a lot of Sesame Street and has a firm (perhaps 
misguided) belief that cooperation can solve a lot of the world’s problems.

David Young 
David Young graduated from Cornell University in 1999, with a bachelor’s degree 
in computer science. He is a software engineer with OJC Technologies in Urbana, 
Illinois. For three years, he has dedicated himself to lead software development for 
the Champaign-Urbana Community Wireless Network (CUWiN). His professional 
goal is to support grassroots networking initiatives around the world, by writing 
open-source software that runs large-scale rooftop mesh networks.

John Zoltner 
John Zoltner is Director of Strategy and Development for the Community Technol-
ogy Centers’ Network. At CTCNet, John is tasked with designing organizational 
strategy and securing resources to ensure that CTCNet reaches its full potential 
to serve its members. In addition to his work at CTCNet, John is Co-Chair of the 
Board of the National Capital Area Neighborhood Networks Consortium and a 
founding Steering Committee member of the Telecenters of the Americas Partner-
ship, a collaboration between CTCNet, Aspira, Latin America’s Somos@Telecentros 
network, and Canada’s Pacific Community Networks Association.
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The 2006 National Summit for Community Wireless Networks
Conference Organizers:

Free Press
www.freepress.net

Champaign-Urbana Community Wireless Network
www.cuwireless.net

Mid Rivers Wireless Initiative  


